
 

 1 

 

                                       

JOIN US!  

TRANSPORTATION POLICY 

BOARD 4:30PM                  

Market Station Offices  

 

SFMPO TECHNICAL COOR-

DINATING COMMITTEE                                                   

1:30 PM                                                                                                               

Market Station Offices  

 

Volume 1, Issue 9 

Dec. 19, 2014  

 

Representing you… 

  

City of Santa Fe 

  

  

Santa Fe County 

 

   

Pueblo of Tesuque 

      

 

NMDOT  

 

 Vámonos Santa Fe!  

www.santafempo.org  

S A N T A  F E  M E T R O P O L I T A N        
P L A N N I N G  O R G A N I Z A T I O N   

Jan. 

26th

Jan. 

29th 

“Transportation Planning for Pedestrians, Bicycles, Transit, Rail and Roads ”  

Dec. 25th  

YOU CAN NOW FOLLOW US ON 

TWITTER!   

@SantaFeMPO  

Take The Trails…  

Driver’s were testing out new Santa Fe Trails 

buses this past month brandishing  the new 

logo and a sleek new look.  The busses are 

slated to go public Christmas Eve. 

The new busses are the result of  a 

request for Federal Transit Authority 

funds.  

If you haven't  taken a look at the  

“Find My Bus” interactive map, 

click here!  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_PnbZwKb8djV3M&tbnid=9SBAeYlHLh0TAM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crossfiton18th.com%2F%3Fattachment_id%3D2022&ei=-5fBUu7HNMbeyAGC54DACw&bvm=bv.58187178,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCN
http://www.santafempo.org
https://twitter.com/SantaFeMPO
http://santafetrails.routematch.com:52020/portal/fr2/index.jsf
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Bike-To-Work Week 

2015: Planning Starts 

Early 

2015 lined up.  

 

Volunteers gathered in November and De-

cember to begin outlining what will be anoth-

er big year for those who participate the 

week of May 9th—17th, 2015. 

 

2015 will see the New Mexico Department of 

Health taking an active role in the week’s ac-

tivities including joining the now annual City-

County Bicycle Convoy Challenge.  

 

Look forward to educational workshops, night 

rides, live performances, documentaries, 

weekend community cruises and of course, 

free T-Shirts.  

 

Bike-To-Work Week Santa Fe is branching out 

and includes Santa Fe County, State of New 

Mexico (DOH, DOT, EMNRD), Bicycle Shops, 

City of Santa Fe, Non-Profits and you.  The 

MPO supports Bike-To-Work Week as a 

means to continue to strategically update your 

Santa Fe Metropolitan Bicycle Master Plan.   

 

Go to www.santafempo.org or Bike-To-Work 

Santa Fe’s Facebook page for updates and we 

will be working close-

ly with Outside Maga-

zine’s Bike & Brew Fest 

to coordinate what will 

be a lively bicycle or 

unicycle week.  

Congratulations to Santa Fe for be-

ing awarded the coveted Interna-

tional Mountain Bike Association’s 

Silver Level Ride Destination! Com-

munities who are designated as a 

Ride Center are clearly identified as 

being the best place to go mountain 

bicycling, and will see an increase 

in both visitors and the quality of 

life for residents through improved 

opportunities for outdoor recreation. 

IMBA will promote the Ride Centers 

through their website and other 

communications (e.g., press releas-

es, IMBA Trail News, eNews, IMBA 

Destinations, etc).  

http://www.santafempo.org
http://www.santafempo.org
https://www.facebook.com/BiketoworkSantaFe
https://www.facebook.com/BiketoworkSantaFe
https://www.imba.com/destinations
https://www.imba.com/destinations
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What-Sup with those                    

gas prices?!  

 Who hasn't noticed the daily decline of gas pric-

es lately.  The savings to consumers may  come as 

a blessing for the holiday’s but what does it mean 

for New Mexico?  

 

Given the state relies heavily on oil and gas revenue for a substantial portion of 

the general fund, and according to the Capital Report New Mexico, taxes in New 

Mexico account for 31.5 percent of the general fund and if this situation is sus-

tained New Mexico may have some fiscal challenges 

ahead.  Here’s a case where what’s good for the goose 

may not be so good for the gander.  

   

According to Steve Henke, President of the New Mexico 

Oil and Gas Association, “a one dollar drop in the price 

of a barrel of oil means a $6 million drop in the general 

fund.”  As of December 18th, the price dipped below 

$55.00 per gallon, close to a $40 dollar drop in less than 

three months.  Below $70.00 a barrel and industry be-

gins to curtail production, the tipping point where the 

cost of production exceeds the profit margin.   

    

Some may argue that 

the drop in price will in-

duce more “discretional 

consumer spending” 

and increase gross receipts revenue to the state.  

There may be some truth to that but as of now, it 

may be unclear as to the impacts and some ex-

perts suggest that prices will begin to climb next 

year. Regardless, it’s worth keeping an eye on.  

The Federal Gas-

oline Tax, which 

sits at $18.4 cents 

a gallon and has 

since 1993, is the primary source 

of funding for the country’s High-

way Trust Fund.  Lower gas pric-

es may make raising the tax 

more politically feasible, howev-

er federal highway spending has 

increased from $33 billion a year 

to over $53 billion in the last 15 

years . With cars travelling less 

and having greater fuel efficien-

cy makes this funding scheme 

fiscally and politically volatile.  

Some politicians are looking to 

shift the Federal burden to 

states.  NM currently adds 18.9 

cents on top of the federal tax.  

http://www.santafempo.org
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Did 
you 
know?  

The Free “Blue Bus” Gains Traction 

 

 The North Central Regional Transit District 

(NCRTD), known as the RTD and for its iconic Blue 

Buses, has posted an 8.7 percent increase in rid-

ership in its fiscal year (FY) 2014, which ran from 

July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014, setting a record num-

ber of riders for the year.  

Ridership for all NCRTD operated routes totaled 

209,750 in FY2014 over a total of 193,027 in FY2013. 

NCRTD provides service on 20 fixed routes through-

out North Central New Mexico a 

  

“All NCRTD-funded routes” includes the NCRTD-

operated routes as well as regional routes funded 

by the NCRTD and serviced by Santa Fe Trails, in-

cluding its Santa Fe Pick-Up and shuttle services for 

special events such as Folk Art Market, Spanish Mar-

ket, Indian Market and Zozobra; and Los Alamos 

Atomic City Transit.  

 

From the Gross Receipts Taxes (GRT) it collects 

each year, the NCRTD contributes to regional trans-

portation services provided by other transit opera-

tors in its four-county north central New Mexico ar-

ea. In FY2014, $940,921 went to support Santa Fe 

Trails, $1.34 million was provided to support Los 

Alamos Atomic City Transit and $2.1 million 

(projected) went to New Mexico Rail Runner Ex-

press.  

 

Go to www.ncrtd.org for more information.  

 

PUBLIC TRANSIT MASTER PLAN 

NEARS COMPLETION 

Recommended strategies for your region-

al transit providers are currently being 

fleshed out by our transit consultants. A 

draft plan is schedule for input next 

month, January 2015.  

 

For more information about the plan and 

the planning process, please go to 

www.santafempo.org by 

clicking on the 

back of the bus.  

http://www.santafempo.org
http://ncrtd.org/default.aspx
http://www.santafempo.org
http://santafempo.org/public-transit-master-plan/
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NEW REPORT: PAYING FOR TRAILS, LANES,      

SIDEWALKS  Advocacy Advance by Darren Flusche  

 

As part of the Advocacy Advance partnership between the League of American Bicyclists and 

the Alliance for Biking and Walking we travel around the country and talk to people about how to fund 

bicycling and walking projects. We often heard people say: “If my community builds this trail/ protect-

ed bikeway/ sidewalk, even if we use federal funds, we will have to foot the bill for maintenance – and 

we can’t afford it.” For example, one advocate in a large rural western state explained the dilemma: 

"What we’re running into and hearing is that Parks Departments are becoming resistant to more urban 

paths being built because they are then expected to maintain them with no additional funding. Parks De-

partments are becoming strapped.” Having heard this several times, we decided to find out how other 

communities fund the on-going maintenance of their bicycling and walking facilities.  

The response we heard from communities who are overcoming this challenge was remarkably con-

sistent across community size, context, and project 

type: We build and maintain our bicycling and walk-

ing facilities because they are a priority for our com-

munity.  

 

Columbus, Ohio, trail plowing equipment is used to maintain sever-

al Greenway systems. Photo -Keith Mayton/ The Columbus Dispatch. 

HOW COMMUNITIES ARE PAYING TO 

MAINTAIN TRAILS, BIKE LANES, AND 

SIDEWALKS 

 

Our new report, "How Communities Are Paying to 

Maintain Trails, Bike Lanes, and Sidewalks" (PDF), addresses both the technical and polit-

ical challenges. It examines agency maintenance policies and procedures for bike/ped 

maintenance, and it provides several examples of communities who’ve successfully made 

these facilities a sufficient priority to overcome the challenge of paying for maintenance. We 

share examples related to sidewalks, trails, and protected bikeways. 

http://www.santafempo.org
http://www.bikeleague.org/
http://www.bikewalkalliance.org/
http://bit.ly/BikeWalkMaintenance
http://bit.ly/BikeWalkMaintenance
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 2015 MTP UPDATE: MAPPING WHO WE ARE WHERE 
WE’RE GOING 

    www.santafempo.org 

 Understanding who lives where and 

where they tend to travel is a key compo-

nent of understanding our transportation 

system and anticipating where new facili-

ties may be located. As the MPO updates 

the Metropolitan Transportation Plan , we 

will take a critical look at trends impacting 

the metro area and how those trends may 

impact transportation planning decisions.  

 The above map is one example of the 

striking distinction of where younger and 

older citizens tend to settled in Santa Fe 

and this trend is forecasted to continue for 

the foreseeable future.   

Compound this trend with increasing  

number of youth in the south and de-

creasing in the north, then consider 

how peak hour traffic is compounded 

significantly by children being driven 

to school and you can see how im-

portant this information is.   

 The use of cars as a major 

means of transportation of children to 

and from school is inextricably linked 

to the design of the area surrounding 

the school.  

 Click HERE to learn more about 

our area demographics!  

http://www.santafempo.org
https://www.dropbox.com/s/goxosm3oz33am06/CENSUS%202010%20PRESENTATION%20-%20SANTA%20FE%20GROWTH%20%20CHANGE.pdf?dl=0
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 The Santa Fe MPO Appreciates Your Input and Wishes All 
a Happy Holidays!  

Manage E-Access to Information Below 

    www.santafempo.org 

In an effort to ensure that we are providing you with the information that you desire we have set 

up a brief survey to allow you to select whether you would like to receive ALL MPO Email Notifi-

cations or just notifications on specific subject matters or purpose like this newsletter.  

 

If you no longer wish to receive email notifications you can enter your email address and we will 

remove you from out Email Lists.   

 

Survey Link: 

              https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KJHSNJ2 
 

If you prefer to be informed through social media, the MPO also communicates through Face-

book and Twitter Accounts where we post all emailed notifications.  See the links below if inter-

ested: 

  FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Santa-Fe-Metropolitan-Planning-

  Organization/131832310169475  

  TWITTER: https://twitter.com/SantaFeMPO  

http://www.santafempo.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KJHSNJ2
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Santa-Fe-Metropolitan-Planning-Organization/131832310169475
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Santa-Fe-Metropolitan-Planning-Organization/131832310169475
https://twitter.com/SantaFeMPO
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SFMP0—500 Market St.  

P.O. Box 909 

Santa Fe, NM 87504-0909 

www.santafempo.org   505.955.6625 

Mark Tibbetts– mstibbetts@santafenm.gov 

Keith Wilson— kpwilson@santafenm.gov 

Erick Aune—ejaune@santafenm.gov   

      

Alternate Members  
 

Councilor Peter Ives                     

 -City of Santa Fe  

Commissioner Daniel Mayfield  

 -Santa Fe County 

Sandra Maes                      

 -Tesuque Pueblo 

Michael Sandoval              

 -NMDOT 

About the Santa Fe MPO  
Transportation Policy Board Members 

 
Commissioner Miguel Chavez – Santa Fe County – Chair 

Governor Robert Mora – Tesuque Pueblo – Vice-Chair 

Mayor Javier Gonzales – City of Santa Fe  

Councilor Patti Bushee - City of Santa Fe 

Councilor Carmichael Dominguez - City of Santa Fe 

Commissioner Robert Anaya - Santa Fe County 

Commissioner Liz Stefanics - Santa Fe County 

Tamara Haas - New Mexico DOT 

   

The SFMPO Planning Area        

Boundary 

MPO Planning Area Map [1.4MB in Size] 

YOU CAN NOW FOLLOW 

US ON TWITTER!   

http://www.santafempo.org
http://www.santafempo.org
mailto:mstibbetts@santafenm.gov
mailto:kpwilson@santafenm.gov
mailto:ejaune@santafenm.gov
http://www.santafenm.gov/councilor_ives
http://www.co.santa-fe.nm.us/county_commissioners/daniel_mayfield
http://www.co.santa-fe.nm.us/county_commissioners/miguel_chavez
http://www.santafenm.gov/mayor_javier_m_gonzales
http://www.santafenm.gov/councilor_bushee
http://www.santafenm.gov/councilor_dominguez
http://www.santafecounty.org/county_commissioners/robert_anaya
http://www.santafecounty.org/county_commissioners/liz_stefanics
http://www.dot.state.nm.us/en/Contact.html
http://santafempo.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Fig-1-1-SFMPO-Planning-Area-Map-Final-10-13-10.pdf
http://santafempo.org/about-the-mpo/
https://twitter.com/SantaFeMPO

