
RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM (RTP)
- FFY2016 & FFY2017

Funding & Application Processes

TAP and RTP WORKSHOP – November 3rd, 2014

Slides updated from NMDOT 09/27/14 Presentation.



11/03/2014 2

What is the RTP?



Federal Funding
• Statewide Federal funding estimates:

Local Match requirement of 14.56%
*Total amount awarded in this application cycle is at the discretion of NMDOT

Required Sub-allocation of Funds

• 30% - Non-motorized Trails (Category 1 & 2)
• 30% - Motorized Trails (Category 4 & 5)
• 40% - Diversified Trails (Category 2, 3 & 5)
Note: 5% of annual appropriations may be spent on educational programs and 7% may be used by the NMDOT for administrative 
costs.

FFY 2016 FFY 2017
Annual Basis $1,429,831 $1,429,831
Unspent Funds $2,340,000

Total: $5,200,000*

3



Project Categories
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Project Categories
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Required Sub-allocation of Funds

30% - Non-motorized Trails (Category 1 & 2)
30% - Motorized Trails (Category 4 & 5)
40% - Diversified Trails (Category 2, 3 & 5)
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• Maintenance & restoration of existing trails
• Development & maintenance of trail-side & trailhead 

facilities
• Construction of new trails
• Improvements to roads/bridges specifically designated for 

Recreational Trails 
• Planning, design & certs (NMDOT reserves right to not 

fund this for State/Federal land agencies)
• Purchase and lease of maintenance equipment*
• Operation of Educational Programs
* Must meet Buy America Requirements

See p. 8 of RTP Guide for more information

Eligible Projects & Activities
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• Condemning Land
• Feasibility Studies
• Routine Law Enforcement
• Solely for the Purpose of Trail Planning
• Within Railroad ROW where railroad tracks are in place
• Improvements to Roads or Bridges accessible by regular motor 

vehicles
• Sidewalks
• Wilderness Areas
• Non-motorized to Motorized Use
• Circuit Race Tracks
• Construction of motorized trails on BLM or National Forest 

Land

See p. 10 of RTP Guide for more information

Ineligible Projects & Activities



Who Can Apply?

Eligible Entities

• Local governments
• Tribal governments
• Transit agencies
• School districts
• State/Federal natural 

resource and public land 
agencies

• NMDOT, MPOs, & RTPOs
• See p. 7 of NM RTP 

Guide

Ineligible Entities

• Nonprofit agencies*
• * can apply if partnered 

with an eligible entity
• High Risk entities 

determined by NMDOT
• See p. 7 of NM RTP 

Guide
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What’s Required of Project Sponsor?
• Requires a local match of 14.56%
• Sponsoring agency will enter into Cooperative Project 

Agreement with NMDOT
• Work completed before execution of agreement is not reimbursable

• Sponsoring agency will need to pay for all costs up front
• Sponsoring agency is required to pay for all costs that 

exceed the award amount
• Compliance with Federal and State regulations:

• Environmental, ROW, ITS, utility and railroad clearances required

• Maintenance of facility
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What’s Required of Project Sponsor?
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Minimum Project Requirements
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Minimum Project Requirements

12



What’s Required of Project Sponsor?
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• Agencies are strongly 
encouraged to have the 
appropriate staff person 
attend NMDOT’s Cradle to 
Grave Training, which trains 
agencies on the Tribal/Local 
Public Agency Handbook.

• http://dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/nmdot/Infr
astructure/PINF/TLPA-HANDBOOK.PDF



FFY16/17 Program Summary
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• Reimbursement program; sponsoring entities must be able to 
pay all costs up front

• Requires a local match of 14.56% of total project cost
• Statewide competitive process for approximately $1.4 million 

annually
• With unspent funds remaining from previous years, the total 

for this application cycle is approximately $5.2 million*
• Selected projects will be funded under two separate 

agreements as follows
• FFY 2016: Design and Certifications**
• FFY 2017: Construction

*Total amount awarded in this application cycle is at the discretion of NMDOT
**See page 6 of the RTP guide for exceptions



Application Process
• Project Feasibility Form (PFF) Process

• RTPOs are required to follow this for all NMDOT/federal-aid funds 
• RTP applicants should work with RTPO and NMDOT staff before 

applying to discuss feasibility, funding levels, phasing, and more.

• If feasible, sponsoring agency can apply for RTP funds
• Application includes:

• Project Identification Form (PIF)
• RTP Application
• Resolution of Sponsorship (indicating match, maintenance, budget)
• Letter(s) of Support (if needed)
• Basic map of project location
MPOs may use the PFF process or their own internal process
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Requirements of Project Sponsor
• Indicated via Resolution (or State/Federal land agency letter):

• Agree to local match (14.56% of total project cost)
• Agree to pay for costs up front (the RTP is a reimbursement program)
• Agree to pay for any costs exceeding award amount
• Agree to project maintenance

• Sponsor very strongly encouraged to attend NMDOT’s T/LPA 
project process training (“Cradle to Grave”)

• Sponsoring agency will enter into a Cooperative Project 
Agreement with NMDOT
• Work completed before execution of agreement is not reimbursable

• Compliance with Federal and State regulations:
• ADA compliance and trail design standards (see pages 10-11 and 

page 34 of RTP Guide)—Additional ADA information on next slide
• Environmental, ROW, ITS, utility, and railroad clearances required
• Sponsoring agency will work with NMDOT Design Center and District
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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Requirements

• Projects located on US Forest Service (USFS) lands must 
comply with the Forest Service Trails Accessibility Guidelines 
(FSTAG) and Accessibility Guidebook on Outdoor Recreation 
and Trails. 

• Projects located on State or Federal natural resource or public 
land agency (other than USFS) lands and Tribal/Local Public 
Agency projects that are NOT located within or connected to a 
Federal-aid highway right-of-way must comply with the Access 
Board’s Final Guidelines for Outdoor Developed Areas, 
published on September 26, 2013, under the Architectural 
Barriers Act (ABA) of 1968. 

• Urban trails located within or connected to a Federal-aid 
highway right of way are required to meet standard ADA 
requirements as outlined in NMDOT design guidelines 
(NMDOT Design Centers provide this information and standard 
drawings are available at 
www.dot.state.nm.us/en/Standards.html.
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Application Process

•Sponsoring agencies must first 
submit a PFF to Keith Wilson to 
ensure project and agency eligibility

•November 21st Deadline
•MPO sets up a review meeting with 
NMDOT, MPO and Agency to 
discuss proposed projects eligibilty
and feasibility
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Project Feasibility Form
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Application Process

•By January 23rd, 2015, sponsoring 
agencies submit:
• Project Identification Form (new)
• TAP Application (supplement to PIF)
• Resolution of Sponsorship (indicating 
proof of match, maintenance, and budget)

• Letter(s) of Support regarding ROW (if not 
entirely contained in sponsoring entity’s 
jurisdiction)
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Scoring the Applications
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Scoring the Applications
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Scoring the Applications
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Scoring the Applications
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• Applications will be rated and ranked 
Recreational Trail Advisory Board



Estimated Timelines
• Oct 22, 2014: MPO issue Call for Projects
• Nov 3, 2014: MPO to Hold RTP Workshop?
• Nov 21, 2014: Deadline to submit PFF to ensure project eligibility 

and feasibility
• Jan 23, 2015: Deadline to submit Applications to MPO.
• Feb. 1, 2015: Deadline for MPO to submit Application to NMDOT 

TAP Coordinator
• Mar 2015: Recreational Trails Advisory Board (RTAB) rates, ranks, 

and recommends projects for funding; see RTP Guide for scoring 
criteria

• Apr 2015: RTP award letters sent; projects added to TIP/RTIP
• Apr/May 2015: Required “orientation webinar” for all TAP Recipients
• Oct 1, 2015: FFY2016 TAP funds become available
• Mar 15, 2016: Deadline to submit Certifications and final designs for 

FFY2016 construction projects to NMDOT
• Mar 15, 2017: Deadline to submit Certifications and final designs for 

FFY2016 construction projects to NMDOT
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RTP Timeline (FFY16/17)
• Sept. & Oct. 2014: MPOs/RTPOs issue calls for project
• Nov. 2014: PFFs due to RTPO planners
• Nov. & Dec. 2014: RTPO planner schedules PFF meetings
• Feb. 1, 2015: MPO/RTPO or State/Federal agency submits 

complete RTP applications to NMDOT RTP Coordinator
• March 2015: Recreational Trails Advisory Board (RTAB) rates, 

ranks, and recommends projects for funding; see RTP Guide 
for scoring criteria

• April 2015: RTP award letters sent; projects added to TIP/RTIP
• April/May 2015: Orientation webinar for award recipients
• Aug. 2015: STIP approved by FHWA
• March 15, 2016: FFY16 construction funds must be obligated
• March 15, 2017: FFY17 construction funds must be obligated
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Resources
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• http://santafempo.org/documents/
tip/recreational-trails-program/



Contacts for Questions
• Keith Wilson

MPO Senior Planner
kpwilson@santafenm.gov
(505) 955-6706
• Contact Keith for application 

questions

• Aaron J. Detter
NMDOT RTP Coordinator
aaron.detter@state.nm.us
(505) 827-5117
• Contact Aaron for general RTP 

questions
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RTP-funded trail at Hyde Memorial State Park


