


The lntent of thls comlc ls to showcase and bulld support for the 

Acequla/Rlver T rall Cottonwood Loop ln order to accelerate 

completion of the tralls vla local and federal funding. 

Thls document was created through a collaborative and creative process by: 

Artist J esslca Ortiz, the Santa Fe M.etropolltan Planning Organization, 

the National Park Servlce, Rlvers, T ralls and Conservation Assistance Program 
and the National T ralls Office. 

With thanks to Santa Fe Public Schools and the Santa Fe Watershed Association. 

"The Santa Fe Watershed honors the many essential roles the river 
plays in all our lives. We stron9ly support on9oin9 rehabilitation� 
and expansion of the River Trail. 

In addition to better connectin9 communities while lowerin9 carbon 
emissions� the trail will connect us to our landscape� our history� 
and our future. It is therefore essential to approach the construction 
and maintenance of the trail with an ethic of restoration and stewardship. 

An increasin9ly functional riparian corridor -with and without flowin9 water
improves wildlife habitat� miti9ates the urban heat island� improves 
air quality� and utilizes stormwater runoff to rechar9e our shallow aquifers. 

Furthermore� a socially� ecolo9ically� and hydrolo9ically healthy 
river corridor reflects core values most important to our community: 
connection� equity� access� respect� diversity� and systems-thinkin9. 

The river is a symbol of who we are� who we have been� and who 
we want to be. We are excited to continue workin9 towards makin9 
it healthier and more accessible for everyone." 

-Santa Fe Watershed Association



Acequia/River Trail Cottonwood Loop: 
Community planning background and history 

Read along to discover the potential for Santa Feans to celebrate the culture, history, 
and natural environment via the expansion of the River Trail and Acequia Trail into the 
Acequia/River Trail Cottonwood Loop as it weaves into the historic El Camino Real Trail. 

These trails are part of a long history of community planning in the area: 

• In 1981 it was included in the Southwest Santa Fe Sector Plan.
• In 1997 the Santa Fe Watershed Association created the vision of the Santa Fe River 
Park and Trail.

• In 2000 the El Camino Real was designated a National Historic Trail. 1 
• In 2005 the Santa Fe M.etropolitan Transportation Plan (M.TP) first supported the 
Acequia Trail and River Trail.

• In 2007 the River Trail was included in the Southwest Santa Fe Community Area 
M.aster Plan.

• The 2012 and 2019 M.PO Bicycle M.aster Plans detailed several segments of the 
Acequia Trail and River Trail as formal projects.

• In 2020 the City was awarded funds to complete the Acequia Trail between South 
M.eadows Road and San Felipe.

• In 2021 the Santa Fe M.etropolitan Planning Organization focused on the opportunity 
and need for the Acequia/River Trail Cottonwood Loop in the Santa Fe Southside Sector 
Greenway Loop Community Health Profile.

• In 2022, the City was granted funds to connect El Camino Real Academy to 
Cottonwood Village M.obile Home Park via a spur of the proposed River Trail.

This is the culmination of thoughtful community planning. The work has inspired the goal 
of a shared vision that includes the creation of the Acequia/River Trail Cottonwood Loop. 
This shared vision will evolve with your collaboration and offer community inspired benefits 
for generations to come. 
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El Camino Real Academy (ECRA) is located in the heart of the historic Agua Fria Village. 
Right on the famed "Camino Real", the oldest road in America. ECRA is a multicultural 
community of lifelong learners, preparing for meaningful contributions in an ever 
changing world. 

In the 2019-2020 school year, 282 ECRA students lived in Cottonwood Village Mobile 
Home Park and four school buses transported approximately 200 students, 1.1 miles 
to school. However, Cottonwood Village students without physical limitations can 
utilize the southeast exit and walk the dirt trail to the school in only 0.4 miles, 
or less than 10 minutes. 3

In 2020, the City of Santa Fe was awarded a safe routes to school grant to develop 
a program and plan supporting students to walk or bike to school. ECRA has been 
an active participant in this program with weekly Wednesday walk or roll to 
school events from Cottonwood Village. 

If the majority of the ECRA students start their day with a brain-stimulating walk outside 
to connect with nature while going to school, the school district could save approximately 
$90,000 a year by eliminating three of the buses from Cottonwood Village to ECRA. 3

Funding to construct a paved trail from Cottonwood Village to the sidewalk on South 
Meadows leading to ECRA was secured in 2022. 
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Cltatlons: 
(Scan the QR code below to access the llnks) 
1. El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro National Historic Trail

https:I lwww.nps.gov/subjectsltravelelcaminoreallindex.htm 

2. Santa Fe Southside Sector Greenway Loop Community Health Profile

3. Cleaner Air and Cost 'Reduction of 'Reducing School Bus Routes at Cottonwood 
Village Mobile Home Parle to El Camino Real Academy,  Alyce Leck, Director of 
Transportation, Santa Fe Public Schools, October 2020

4. Scaven9.er Hunt Results, available at: 
https:7 I santaf empo. org/ resources/ santa-f e-corrido r-studies/

acequia-river-trail-cottonwood-loop/ 

5. Santa Fe M.ultimodal Transition Plan, Appendix A, page 6

6. https:l lwww.americantrails.org/health-benefits 

7. https:l lwww.researchgate.net/publication/7883301 _A_Cost-Benefit_Analysis_of_ 
Physical_Activity _Using_BikePedestrian_ Trails 

8. https:l lwww.santa{enm.gov/medialfiles/Sustainable_SF _Commission/
Sustainable%20s'anta %20Fe_October _Printsm.pdf

9. https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/
historic-preservation-community-identity/

10. https:l lwww.nps.gov/elcallearn/kidsyouthlupload/ELCA-Junior-'Ranger-2020-508.pdf 

11. https:l lwww.historicsantafe.org/agua-fria-village 

Artist Bio: 
Jessica Ortiz is an experienced Contemporary Artist, Muralist, Community Leader & Advocate. 
Born and raised in Santa Fe, NM.. Jessica is driven by the love of her community, she is 
committed to engaging communities and governments in dialogue about how to create viable
so lutions for the problems that people of color face. Jessica has always been committed to 
education, empowerment, and the fostering of a strong network. 

As an artist, Jessica uses her art as an extension to activism. 
She is inspiring others to be thought pr ovoking by seeing outside of conventional thinking. 
In addition to her artistr y, Jessica has been recognized by the City of Santa Fe for her 
extraordinary commitment to community service. 

Jessica's passion for community service can be traced back to working with 
Alas De Agua Art Co llective, Youthworks, and Bo ys & Girls Club of Generational Empo werment, 
where she has spent significant time mentoring, teaching art classes, and pr oviding resources 
& opportunities for adult and youth BIPOC, immigrant, undocumented, LGT BQ artists
who have historically and currently been margin alized and n ot afforded the same resources. 
Jessica helps support artistic visio ns and believes diversity is key in creating a l oving community. 
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Appendix: 
Inclusive Trail Planning 


